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t a hi What was very impressive about the production, di- - 
\ Ty : rected with a fine tension by Buzz Kulik, was the sense 
4 fi i : # Of authenticily, From the moment the surf at Sea Ssland, 
Pa k mu i a. Ciseorecd the body + Pat OV? se Railay + 3 
_ al CA ~ | Ga, Gisgorged the body of a Red Chinese sailor onto the 
3 ; on white beach and the discovery so-ncutly coincided with 


tho diseppearakca of a top presidential adviser from 
Washingion's Burning Tree golf course, there was a 
feeling through top level inisllizence meetin » pYCss 
eo . Sh idential press conferences, FBI and CLA inves ions, 
“Trather wish now that NBC ard Universal hed stuck Ne Spoosten senator ou the steps of the Capitol 

: ay pay parcace bara 21 5 Velerences te St “Jace rep 
Rem ee atic een yetne oe 
tipert film shown in a nuniber of weekly installments, a ing while we watched it, intensified inasmuch es we: 
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-Ja."The Forsyte Saga." we ie watched it on the instrument that is best wher it deals 
. . wate Vi aan : . 
It would have beeu interesting to see how such an ex- W ith the veal, , ees pgs The eee ee 
periment would have | Purther implementing this sense of happening was 


oo") tha presence of Chet Huntley end Betty White on the 
opening of the second part of the film Tuesday nisht 
sunmariaing what had gone hefore via a newscast on 
the case at hand—a very apt giminick, | io 
_ Moreover, I think the gonse of reality was prompted to 
a great extent by the journalistic method. of the writing . 
of Knebel, a distinguished reporter before he turned to 
fiction and a stickler for fects, particularly on the Wash- 
ington political front he knows so well. Th was under- 
scored by such ‘details of the preduction as the use of Air 
Force 1 to carry President Rowdehosh baek to Washitg. 
ton froma rally at the Sugar Bowl, by the helicupter 
thet inet the plane at Andrews ATR, by. the obvious at- 
tention to detail in the presidential offices and those of 
congressmen eng various bureaucrats. : 
And perhaps most fiportant of all, this fecling of 

watching actual happenings unfold extended, in part, to 
‘the highly distinguished cast. Ae. : 


fared on coinmercial tele- 


by the time its final chap- 
tev arrived, the show 
‘Aweould have attracted one 
of those: est feat, 
onee-fhie-cdecad2 — audian- 
ces, such as the ene the 
dast €} f 
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de of The Fugit. 
live drew when the identi- 
ty of the one-armed man 
pwas revealed, 7. 
Not only ‘the ‘natural 
suspense in Fletcher Kne- 
bel's best-eclling thriller 
of derring-do in high inter- 
“ nattonal political circles 
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Richard Widmark 


would have built such an audience but I imaging half ’ Yan) oerts A x 
the TV-watching public would have been talking about. J Realistic atmosphere 
the show, swelling the audience still more, particularly Particularly Mehard Widmark as the pipe-sricking 
. 6s thet des: shirt-sleaved president; he scemed to me a man working 
than momentary interest. In that oval office at actually running the country with 
Aad knebel all the threats from abroad complicated by the disappea- 


s, With new revela- yanco of his mest trusted adviser, Widmark has ever: 
cal implications at been an actor ta infuse an almest documentary feelin 
every turn, that it seemed to be ideal for a serialized into a fictional work—remember "Panic iu the Streets"? 
novel on film. : . - Yhat was the ideal atmosphere for "Vanished. 
_Even though the 313-hour, $2.1-imillion movie, which + James Farentino was the central figure in the tale as 
NBC showed in two parts Monday and Tuesday nights, the President's press secretary and though I'll achuit to 


tions, suspicions, innuendos and po 
, i 


eects oa weennuntnenaraweencsnarnnweaurrimmvrncancens finding his romauce with his secretary Skye Aubrey a 
“WANISEap! ; ; rether tiresome intrusion, it was not overly objectionab- 


le. Otherwise, the playing secined faultless to ne, parti- 
cularly thore two fine old character actors, E.G. “Mar- 
shall and Robest Young, couniving tegother against 
the President zs, respectively, a thin-lipped CLA chief 
aud a white-halred old sanator tich in Dirksenian ro- 
tund phrases, j 
cal young FBI agent of Robert Hooks and Sheree 
iz ; 


ed Sy Untvarsal and press 
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: iNT a ACR sane tg pate eta North's direspsctful prostitute, 
is easily the bizcest thing of its kind evér atlem . . 
television, I. felftyiven even more tire Dean 
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ing gallery Vashington chavecters Knebal created--- 
irom Butter Nygard, the myopie, pol-smoking CIA fn 
former, to Paul Rovdebush, Presigent of the United 
States. Mostly what we had was surface skimming: un- 
_ explored ecres lay beneath the skins, 


a 
ave probed deeper that huge and fascinat. “af . 
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